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Anne associations, which are essentially republican and ai%?
scattered about the provinces, are all revived and are
astir. MARY-ANNE, as you know, was the red name for the
Republic years ago, and there always was a sort of myth
that these societies had been founded by a woman. Of
course that is all nonsense, but they keep it up ; it affects
fche public imagination, and my government has undoubted
evidence that the word of command has gone round to all
these societies that Mary-Anne has returned and will issue
her orders, which must be obeyed.'

' The Church is stronger, and especially in the provinces3
than the Mary-Anne societies,' said Berwick.

41 hope so/ said his friend ; 'but you see, my dear Mon-
signore, the question with us is not so simple as you put it.
The secret societies will not tolerate another Roman inter-
ference, to say nothing of the diplomatic hubbub, which
we might, if necessary, defy; but what if, taking advantage
of the general indignation, your new kingdom of Italy may
seize the golden opportunity of making a popular reputation,
and declare herself the champion of national independence
against the interference of the foreigner ? My friend, we
tread on delicate ground.'

* If Rome falls, not an existing dynasty in Europe will
survive five years,' said Berwick.

' It may be so/ said his companion, but with no expres-
sion of incredulity. 'You know how consistently and
anxiously I have always laboured to support the authority
of the Holy See, and to maintain its territorial position as
the guarantee of its independence; but fate has decided
against us. I cannot indulge in the belief that his Holi-
ness will ever regain his lost provinces; a capital without
a country is an apparent anomaly, which I fear will always
embarrass us. We can treat the possession as the capital of
Christendom, but, alas! all the world are not as good
Christians as ourselves, and Christendom is a country no